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A Little Luther

A Little Luther Goes
a Long Way (“long” is
eternal life, the “Way” is
Christ Himself)!
Rom. 8:31
31
What then shall we say to these
things? If God is for us, who can be
against us?

“whatever you are,
your failings and
shortcomings, your sins,
your damnation, your
death, are all in Me. That
is its proper place.”
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About A Little Luther:

Martin Luther was a German Reformer living
in the 16th century. His writings contain
much wisdom and understanding of God’s
Holy Scriptures and are always subordinate to
them, meaning the Bible itself is the sole true
authority (Sola Scriptura). Luther simply had
marvelous, God-given insight into His Word.
Some of these nuggets are simply too good not
to share. We’ve tried to highlight points that
seem to us to summarize Luther’s teachings
from these glorious passages of Scripture. May
God bless your own studies of Scripture, for it
is the power of God for salvation to everyone
who believes (Rom 1:16).
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“In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.”

The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (John 14:20). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles.
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ou see, you must understand that when He says in this verse: “You will know that I am in My
Father, and the Father in Me,” He means: “Do not look only at My flesh and blood—this you
see right now, as the Jews also do—or at My substance and essence as God and man. No, you must
consider what I say, do, and work, in other words, My office and the reason for My presence here on
earth. If you do this, then you see and hear that I am conveying to you the Father’s pure consolation,
love, grace, and compassion. Furthermore, I prove this by My deeds, by My death and resurrection.
If you see this in Me, you see the Father in Me and Me in the Father. For this is truly the Father’s
plan, heart, and will.”
The first and foremost point about Christ’s being in the Father is this, that we do not doubt that
everything this Man says and does stands and must stand in heaven before all the angels, in the
world before all tyrants, in hell before all devils, in the heart before every evil conscience and
one’s own thoughts. For if we are sure that everything He thinks, says, and wants reflects the will
of the Father, I am able to defy anyone who would be wroth and angry with me. In Christ I have
the Father’s will and heart. And if God is for us and with us, then, as St. Paul declares (Rom. 8:31),
what is there to harm us? Therefore it is all-important for us to look solely to Him, to disregard
whatever any other god says, and to reject any other preaching or doctrine regarding ways and
means, angels, saints, death, and life. In brief, if you comprehend and see this, then you comprehend
and see Christ in the Father and the Father in Christ; then you see no anger, death, or hell, but sheer
grace, compassion, heaven, and life.
“Furthermore, if you know that and believe this, then you will also go on to recognize that I
am in you and you are in Me. Then you will realize that I am your Savior. You will acknowledge
Me in the capacity in which the Father sent Me, and you will prove and show by this that you
are in Me, namely, thus: that whatever you are, your failings and shortcomings, your sins, your
damnation, your death, are all in Me. That is its proper place. And now I am in the Father; and
what is in Me is also in the Father, whether it is called death or life, sin or righteousness. But
whatever is in Me must necessarily be perfect righteousness, life, and salvation.
“By faith you also come to be in Me with your death, sin, and every trouble. If you are sinful in
yourselves, you are justified in Me; if you feel death in you, you have life in Me; if you have strife
in you, you have peace in Me; if you stand condemned on your own account, you are blessed and
saved in Me.” For, my dear man, where am I if I am a Christian? Nowhere else than where Christ
is. But where else is He but in heaven, in eternal life, joy, and bliss? And He, of course, will not be
condemned to death as a sinner any longer. Since no sin can accuse Him, no devil can damn Him,
no death can consume Him, no hell can devour Him, I must remain undamned and undevoured; for
I am in Him. “Consequently, sin, death, and every trouble in you are gone. For all this I destroy
in Myself.” It cannot abide in Him, since He is and remains in the Father. And it can have no
power in us either, because we are in Him.
This is indeed an excellent sermon. “But you do not yet understand and know this,” says Christ.
“This calls for greater insight and understanding than anyone is able to have out of himself. But later,
when I am glorified by My resurrection and when the Holy Spirit comes, you will be well aware of
this and will experience in your hearts that by being in the Father I have devoured everything deadly
in Me. You will also feel this in yourselves, you who are in Me. For since all the power of sin, death,
and the devil is dead in the Father, it shall also be dead in Me, and likewise in you, since you are in Me.
“Finally you will also learn that I shall be in you. For through Me you will not only acquire
comforting confidence and assurance, an intrepid heart, and undaunted courage toward the Father,
the conviction that He is gracious toward you and is no angrier with you than He is with Me; but if
you know this and make it your own, you will also be certain that whatever you say, preach, live,
and do will be right and good, yes, will be, and will be called, My own Word and work. For I am
the One who speaks, preaches, baptizes, and works everything in or through you, just as the Father
does everything in Me and through Me.”
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